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In the Trenches

Again

Pilot season can be like a war in which
there are no clear enemies..

by Rachel Zients

he following pilot season war
T stories are true. Only certain

names have been changed ‘to
protect the innogent.

When-Catherine came to LA, she
was close to 20. Now closer to 30, with

" five pilot seasons behind her ‘and one
looming; she looked at me and said,
"’l‘hls conversation 15 going. to depress

“me."

Pilot season is. that time of year
when the networks: camthission -
sample—a pilot—ofa proposed felev
smn show| lhat wﬂl give the networks:

1 cld adage is: true that’ working m_ :
Hollvwood i is like going to war, then

pilot season is Hollvwood s buggest bat-
Eis tl

B pllot season Wered pllDt, the Dltch
" ‘might go like this: ‘OK, 50 cmce ayear .
the are all these jobs that cguld lead

Saphie’s riever lived in Chicago.

“Thave friends who'd rather have an
abortion or go to rehab than test for a
pilot. I8 just terrifying,” Sophie said.
“You're in such close proximity to your
competition, and sometimes they play
mind games with you.” Testing—the
highest level of pilot season’s pyramid,
just below getting the part—means a

“room filled with 30 to 40 hapefuls and,
 she reported, “They make you sign a
; conl:ract befo_rs YOu -eyer go in. They

e vight'to refuse you” -
¢ LA, after wmkmg

andstrugaling for about 10 yearsasan

: ess. you're already pstab-
lished, 1 s'stupld to- ‘g0 out! Besides; T

c—cuuldn’t gven drive.” "Bt 'she gotaplay
that brought her out here, and it had -

3 Jot of fancy- -pants people in it" So
she dot seen and got in for pilotseason.

-She. has now gotten a pilot every vear.
2 They Ve gone to series.

The network casting head was nrfht
Her whole hfe has changect But it dld—
n't change aﬁer that audition.  She

Please don't say
ce unt«i its arﬁ

£ »ﬁ‘mgm Feiles

ne-| hour dr_amed\

del u[ experience.”

er first pilot seascn‘ thou, gh she -
i 'fegonzedas “diculous.” Her agents
s

her there was nathing for
nert—s0 “she suggested,
balf Irish, that they send

Oﬂ:‘Latlna roles,’ They :

eat 1s"whai holds you b‘.uk

"Whm Lputtoo muchpres-
l

thought she had: =

'chuse to use.
tinued on page 11
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‘Free Your Body
Free Yourself.
[ (Los Angeles)
[| Julia Caulder
310.453.4567

j ACTING CLASSES

with Anne Dremann
Scene Study & Cold Reading
for The Serious Actor.

The Alexander'

(Long Beach / Orange (_ouul)}
Denise Dumeyer
562.438.4238

Far complimentary audil call
[818] 752-7189

|
|
‘ or email annedremann@aol.com

BRITISH AMERICAN DRAMA ACADEMY

With the Juilliard School and University of California at Los Angeles

MIDSUMMER IN OXFORD

July 6 — August 5, 2001
The Chance of a Lifetime

Based at Balliol, one of Oxford’s oldest colleges,
Midsummer in Oxford offers a total immersion program in
classical acting, taught by Britain’s. most illustrious actors
and directors. Participants in 2000 included Derek Jacoli,
John Barton, Fiona Shaw, Julian Glover, Henry Goodman,
Estelle Kohler, Jane Lapotaire, Gary Sinise, Kathleen
Turner, and Deborah Warner.

Attend Midsummer in Oxford and benefit from classes in
Shakespeare, Comedy, Modern Drama, Voice, Movement,
Physical Acting (taught by members of Théatre de
Complicité), and Audition Technique. Masterclasses and
one-to-one tutorials expand your experience-even more..

This fully accredited program, nowin its eighteenth year,
includes courses for students of all levels - undergraduate
to professional. ¥

Limited financial assistance is ziv;iilable;

Admission by audition only (video by arrangement)'.

For full details, contact: Jennifer Rockwood,
BADA, 900 West End Ave., #15E New York, NY 10025.
Phone/Fax: 1-212-749-0120.
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6-Week Summer Program Begins July 9, 2001
2-Year Fall Program Begins Sept. 10, 2002
2-Year Winter Program Begins Jan. 14, 2002

= Associate Degree Programs Offered
| : ) in Hollywood & New York
! o » Merit Scholarships & Financial Aid Available -







